
 

Curriculum Booklet: Year 4 
‘Helping children to make their mark’ 

At Winton we believe that every child should have the chance to 

learn, achieve, enjoy and ‘make their mark’.  We know that their 

parents and carers are vital to supporting their child with their learning; 

this booklet will explain what your child is learning at school and how to 

support them at home.  

 

 

 

All curriculum booklets and additional content can be found on our 

website:  www.wintonprimaryschool.com 

 

 

http://www.wintonprimaryschool.com/
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In Year 4, children will learn:  

For details about when each objective is taught, please refer to the curriculum maps.  

In English: 

During year 4, pupils should be able to read books written at an age-appropriate interest 

level. They should be able to read them accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for 

them to focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding individual 

words. They should be able to decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, 

making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation. They should be developing 

their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning 

to read silently. They should also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-

fiction about a wide range of subjects. They should be learning to justify their views about 

what they have read independently. .  

Pupils should be able to write down their ideas with a reasonable degree of accuracy and 

with good sentence punctuation. Pupils should be beginning to understand how writing 

can be different from speech. Joined handwriting should be the norm; pupils should be 

able to use it fast enough to keep pace with what they want to say. 

Pupils’ spelling of common words should be correct, including common exception words 

and other words that they have learnt. Pupils should spell words as accurately as possible 

using their phonic knowledge and other knowledge of spelling, such as morphology and 

etymology. 

The Key Objectives for Reading are:  

1  Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read aloud 

2  
Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound, and where these occur in the word 

3  Retelling some of these (fairy tales, traditional tales, etc.) orally 

4  Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

5  
Preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action 

6  Recognising some different forms of poetry 

7  Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

8  
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 

explaining the meaning of words in context 

9  Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 

10  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions 

11  Justify inferences with evidence 

12  Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

13  Identifying how language contributes to meaning 

14  Identifying how structure and presentation contribute to meaning 



15  Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

 
These objectives will be taught through daily in guided reading and English lessons.  As 

well as being supported by parents at home by reading with your child every evening for 

20 minutes.  

The Key Objectives for Writing are:  

1  Spell words that are often misspelt (Appendix 1) 

2   Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and in words 

with irregular plurals 

3  Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

4  Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

5  Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand 

and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

6  Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building 

a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 

7  Organising paragraphs around a theme 

8  In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

9  In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices (headings & subheadings) 

10  Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

11  Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 

12  Read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 

13  Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

14  Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid 

repetition 

15  Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause (and place) 

16  Using fronted adverbials 

17  Difference between plural and possessive -s 

18  Standard English verb inflections (I did vs. I done) 

19  Extended noun phrases, including with prepositions 

20  Using and punctuating direct speech (including punctuation within and surrounding 

inverted commas) 

 



Word List – years 3 and 4 

 

accident(ally) 

actual(ly) 

address 

answer 

appear 

arrive 

believe 

bicycle 

breath 

breathe 

build 

busy/business 

calendar 

caught 

centre 

century 

certain 

circle 

complete 

consider 

continue 

decide 

describe 

different 

difficult 

disappear 

early 

earth 

eight/eighth 

enough 

exercise 

experience 

experiment 

extreme 

famous 

favourite 

February 

forward(s) 

fruit 

grammar 

group 

guard 

guide 

heard 

heart 

height 

history 

imagine 

increase 

important 

interest 

island 

knowledge 

learn 

length 

library 

material 

medicine 

mention 

minute 

natural 

naughty 

notice 

occasion(ally) 

often 

opposite 

ordinary 

particular 

peculiar 

perhaps 

popular 

position 

possess(ion) 

possible 

potatoes 

pressure 

probably 

promise 

purpose 

quarter 

question 

recent 

regular 

reign 

remember 

sentence 

separate 

special 

straight 

strange 

strength 

suppose 

surprise 

therefore 

though/although 

thought 

through 

various 

weight 

woman/women 

 



Appendix 2: Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

Year 4: Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement) 

Word The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s 

Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms 

[for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 

Sentence Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns 

and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths 

teacher with curly hair) 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

Text Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 

Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to 

aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

Punctuation Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 

speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit 

down!”] 

Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the 

girls’ names] 

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

Terminology 

for pupils 

determiner 

pronoun, possessive pronoun 

adverbial 

 

 

 

 

  



Curriculum Content for English, Maths and Science 

In Mathematics:  

In year 4 the focus is to ensure that pupils become increasingly fluent with whole 

numbers and the four operations, including number facts and the concept of place 

value. This should ensure that pupils develop efficient written and mental methods and 

perform calculations accurately with increasingly large whole numbers. 

At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a range of problems, including 

with simple fractions and decimal place value. Teaching should also ensure that pupils 

draw with increasing accuracy and develop mathematical reasoning so they can 

analyse shapes and their properties, and confidently describe the relationships 

between them. It should ensure that they can use measuring instruments with accuracy 

and make connections between measure and number. 

By the end of year 4, pupils should have memorised their multiplication tables up to and 

including the 12 multiplication table and show precision and fluency in their work. 

The key objectives are:  

1  Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers 

2  Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number 

3  Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 

4  Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12 

5  
Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally, including: 

multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying together three numbers 

6  Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations 

7  
Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using formal written 

layout 

8  
Recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by one hundred and dividing 

tenths by ten. 

9  Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼, ½ and ¾ 

10  
Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the 

value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths 

11  Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number 

12  Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two decimal places 

13  
Convert between different units of measure; estimate, compare and calculate different 

measures, including money in pounds and pence 

14  Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares 



15  
Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; years to 

months; weeks to days 

16  
Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and triangles, based 

on properties and sizes 

17  Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry. 

18  Describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant 

19  
Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to the left/right 

and up/down 

20  
Interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical 

methods, including bar charts and time graphs 

 

In Science:  

The aim of science in Year 4 is to broaden their scientific view of the world around them, 

through exploring, talking about, testing and developing ideas about everyday 

phenomena and the relationships between living things and familiar environments, and 

by beginning to develop their ideas about functions, relationships and interactions.  

Working Scientifically:  

1  Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquires to answer them 

2  Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests 

3  
Gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in 

answering questions 

4  
Making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 

thermometers and data loggers  

5  
Gathering, recoding, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in 

answering questions  

6  
Recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, 

bar charts, and tables  

7  
Reporting on findings from enquires, including oral and written explanations, displays or 

presentations of results and conclusions.  

8  
Using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 

improvements and raise further questions 

9  
Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 

processes  

10  Using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings 

Living things and their habitats:   

11 Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways  

   12 
Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living 

things in their local and wider environment 



   13 
Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 

living things  

Animals, including humans:  

  14 Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in humans 

  15 Identify the different types of teeth in humans 

  16 
Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and 

prey. 

States of matter:   

  17 
 Compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or 

gases 

  18 
Observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and 

measure or research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius  

 19 
Identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and 

associate the rate of evaporation with temperature. 

Sound:  

 20 Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating 

 22 Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear 

 23 Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it  

 24 
Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that 

produced it  

 25 Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound sources increases 

Electricity:  

 26 identify common appliances that run on electricity  

 27 
Construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its basic parts, 

including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers 

 28 
Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based on whether or not 

the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery  

 29 
Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with whether or 

not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit   

 30 
Recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals with being 

good conductors  
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Year 4 Recommended Reading List 

Fiction 

Goodnight Mr Tom Michelle Magorian 

Mister Magnolia Quentin Blake 

Frank Einstein and the Anti-Matter Motor Jon Sciezka 

The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips Michael Morpurgo 

Desirable Frank Cotteral Boyce 

Cliffhanger Jacqueline Wilson 

The Twits Roald Dahl 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid Jeff Kinney 

Asterix the Gaul Rene Goscinny 

The Worst Witch Jill Murphy 

My Family and Other Animals Gerald Durrell 

Flour Babies Anne Fine 

Stig of the Dump Clive King 

Carrie’s War Nina Bawden 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone J. K . Rowling 

Once (WW2) Morris Gleitzman 

The Story of Tracy Beaker Jacqueline Wilson 

War Horse Michael Morpurgo 

George’s Secret Key to the Universe Lucy Hawking and Stephen Hawking 

 

Non Fiction 

Diary of Anne Frank Anne Frank 

Horrible Histories – Rotten Romans Terry Deary 

Horrible Histories – Blitzed Brits Terry Deary 

Woeful Second World War Terry Deary 

The Way We Work  David Macaulay 

What You Need to Know Now Isabel Thomas 

Real Food, Real Fast Sam Stern 

The Incredible Pop-Up Body Book  Richard Walker 

Fractions in Disguise: A Math Adventure Edward Einhorn 

The Potato King Christoph Nieman 

My Family and Other Animals Gerald Durrell 

A Really Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edward-Einhorn/e/B001JS2YXS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Times Tables - Year 4  

Children can count in steps of 6, 7, 9, 25, 1000 from any given number. 

 

 

Children know times tables facts up to 12  

(2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children can begin to think about the opposite (inverse) operation (division). 

 

 

 

 

Ideas to support your child at home: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you count on from 18? (18, 19, 

20, 21…) 

Can you count back from 23? (23, 22, 

21, 20…) 

 

Can you count in steps of 6? (4, 8, 12, 16…)  

Can you count in steps of 4 from 8? (8, 12, 

16…) 

Can you answer…? 

6 x 5 =       7 x 7 =               9 x 4 =         12 x 5 = 

 6, 12, 18, 24, 30  5 groups of 6 =   

 

 

 

Test your child by asking them… 

       If 3 x 5 = 15, what is 15 ÷ 5? 

Counting in steps of 9 

 

9, 18, 27, 36, 45 

9 x 5 = 45 

5 groups of 9 = 45 

45 ÷ 5 = 9 

 

 

 

Counting in steps of 7 

 

7, 14, 21, 28, 35 

7 x 5 = 35 

5 groups of 7 = 35 

35 ÷ 5 = 7 

 

 

Counting in steps of 6 

 

6, 12, 18, 24, 30 

6 x 5 = 30 

5 groups of 6 = 30 

30 ÷ 5 = 6 

 

 

 

 



 



You can also use household objects to support your children with their math 

learning. Some examples are:  

Lego blocks come in many different shapes and sizes, but 

they all have one thing in common. They carry raised 

nodes on the top of the bricks, which are ideal for 

multiplication. 

The pictured lego block has 8 raised nodes. 1 X 8 = 8 

Use multiplie blocks with the same number of nodes for 

repeated addition. 

In the picture, there are 6 blocks. Each block has 8 raised 

nodes. 

In multiplication, this would be recorded as 6 X 8. 

By counting the raised nodes, children can find the 

answer. 

6 X 8 = 48 

Use different numbered blocks to help children becoming familiar with their 

multiplication tables. 

Online: 

MyMaths is a subscription website for 

schools and is used at Winton Primary. 

All children at Winton can access this 

platform at home and have their own 

password to access homework and 

games. 

Login: wintonps Password: count 

MyMaths provides a fully interactive online learning resource suitable for primary aged 

children and can be accessed 24/7 from school, home, or even when on 

holiday. Children are able to access interactive lessons, games, and worksheets and 

the platform contains a range of fun activities for multiplication tables. 
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Places to visit in London: 

TOWER OF LONDON - Tower Hill 

Today the Tower of London is one of the world's most famous and spectacular 

fortresses. Discover its history as a royal palace and fortress, prison and place of 

execution, mint, arsenal, menagerie and jewel house. 

 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL - St Pauls 

This is where people and events of overwhelming importance to the country have been 

celebrated, mourned and commemorated. Visit Nelson's Tomb, test the unique 

acoustics of Whispering Gallery and climb up to the Golden Gallery to enjoy a 

panoramic view of London that is second to none. 

 

SHAKESPEARES GLOBE EXHIBITION AND TOUR - Bankside 

A faithful reconstruction of the Elizabethan playhouse. Throughout the year, a 

fascinating guided tour of the theatre is included in your visit to Shakespeare's Globe 

Exhibition, bringing this extraordinary space to life. Great idea for a fun family day out in 

London. 

 

THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM - Kensington 

The Natural History Museum promotes the discovery, understanding, enjoyment and 

responsible use of the natural world. Explore our world class collections, fantastic 

exhibitions and cutting edge research online, or visit our landmark building. 

 

SCIENCE MUSEUM - London 

Catch a 3D movie, jump on a simulator, visit an exhibition, and encounter the past, 

present and future of technology in 7 floors of galleries! One of the Top 10 London 

Tourist Attractions! 

 

THE NATIONAL GALLERY - Trafalgar Square 

Plenty of talks, workshops, and holiday fun for all ages at this iconic British day trip 

location. Children truly welcome and a great many facilities made for them! 

 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM - Kensington 

Victoria and Albert Museum has lots of exciting events and activities for families every 

holiday and many weekends. Activities are free and most do not need to be booked, 

which means you can stay for as long or as short a time as you like.  

 

MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD - Bethnal Green 

Museum of Childhood Houses the national childhood collection which includes: dolls' 

houses, dolls, puppets, toys and games, children's clothes and furniture. The galleries are 

designed to be accessible to children of all ages: a great London family day out! 

 

BRITISH MUSEUM -Russell Square 

British Museum Explore the world under one roof: whether you come to the British 

Museum for the whole day or just a couple of hours, there is always something free for 

families to do together! 

 

http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Tower_of_London/110
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Tower_Hill
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/St_Paul039s_Cathedral/112
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/St_Pauls
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Shakespeares_Globe_Exhibition_and_Tour/114
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Bankside
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/The_Natural_History_Museum/293
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Kensington
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Science_Museum/294
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/London
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/The_National_Gallery/481
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Trafalgar_Square
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Victoria_and_Albert_Museum/850
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Kensington
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Museum_of_Childhood/967
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Bethnal_Green
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/British_Museum/1538
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Russell_Square


LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM - Covent Garden 

London Transport Museum See a bus so old it was pulled along the street by horses. Get 

behind the driver's seat of our tube train simulator, experience journeys of a bygone 

era.  

 

PLANETARIUM AT THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY - Greenwich 

Take a fantastic, immersive journey through time and space in the new state-of-the-art 

planetarium, London's only planetarium and featuring the UK's largest refracting 

telescope. 

 

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM - Greenwich 

The world's largest maritime museum is an immersive and interactive experience bound 

to capture kids' imaginations as well as educate them, with fun activities like firing a 

cannon and steering a ship into port! 

 

THE CHARLES DICKENS MUSEUM - London 

The Charles Dickens Museum An important Dickens collection, based in the author’s 

only surviving London house, decorated in Victorian style. See some of his possessions, 

plus other memorabilia. Free Family Activity Days held during the Summer. 

 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY - London 

National Portrait Gallery Great for smalls and even better for bigs: an artistic experience 

replete with hands on arty fun, famous images and infamous mediums. Check out the 

kiddie's Sunday Sessions! 

 

LONDON IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM - Lambeth 

The London museum tells the stories of people’s experiences of modern war from WW1 

to conflicts today. Housing replica trenches from WWII, to many actual examples of 

equipment and machinery used in WWII, the Imperial War Museum is a fantastic place 

to learn about the experiences of people from different conflicts. 

 

CHURCHILL WAR ROOMS - Westminster 

Churchill War Rooms Deep beneath the bustle of London lie the original Cabinet War 

Rooms, which sheltered the brave people at the heart of Britain's wartime government 

during the Blitz. Great idea for things to do in London with kids, especially school agers. 

 

ZSL LONDON ZOO - Regents Park 

Enjoy interactive, immersive exhibits the family can explore together including 

Rainforest Life, Gorilla Kingdom and the popular Animal Adventure Children's Zoo. Daily 

live animal shows too and new lion exhibit for 2016! 

 

 

HACKNEY CITY FARM  - Bethnal Green 

Hackney City Farm boasts a wide variety of animals on the farm including pigs, cattle, 

sheep, chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, rabbits, guinea pigs and other small animals. 

Free to all. 

 

 

http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/London_Transport_Museum/1733
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Covent_Garden
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Planetarium_at_the_Royal_Observatory/1747
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Greenwich
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/National_Maritime_Museum/5096
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Greenwich
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/The_Charles_Dickens_Museum/7351
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/London
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/National_Portrait_Gallery/8372
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/London
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Churchill_War_Rooms/4739
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Westminster
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/London_Zoo/297
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Regents_Park
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Hackney_City_Farm/1357
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Bethnal_Green


KENTISH TOWN CITY FARM - Kentish Town 

Kentish Town City Farm City Farm with lots of hands-on farming activities to get stuck in 

to plus events and activities held regularly to encourage volunteers and help fund this 

charity project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/family-fun/Kentish_Town_City_Farm/6670
http://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/Kentish_Town
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