
Year 2 Autumn term 1

Africa
English Maths

Humanities

Science

PE

g

RE

P4C

Supporting my child’s learning

Text(s)

The true story of 

the three little pigs

Genre

Defeating the 

monster story

Focus

Character

Science

French

Computing

Art/DT

Guided Reading

PSHE

Everyday materials

African Art
Children will explore the colours

and patterns of African 

landscapes, native tribes and the 

Maasai culture to create 

decorative tribal masks, 

water jars and African 

sunset landscape paintings.

Africa
Children will use Kenya as 

case study of a country in 

Africa, exploring it’s people, 

wildlife and landscapes 

and comparing it to 

life in the UK.

Being me in my world

Who is a Muslim and what do they 
believe?

Do humans have stages of life 
like frogs?

Are animals all the same?

Is how we look more interesting 
than what we think?

Children will identify, classify and 

describe a range of materials, 

distinguish between man-made 

and natural resources and 
explain how one material 

can change from one 
state to another.

Greetings, introducing  

oneself and routines 

Children will be exposed to a 

range of texts and text types that 

develop their retrieval, inference, 
prediction and summarising skills

Text(s)

Wanted!

Genre

Wanted poster

Focus

Journalistic

Games

Sending and recieving

Computing

• Place Value (representing 

numbers up to 100)

• Addition and Subtraction (2 

digit numbers with 

exchanging)

Websites

• Teachyourmonstertoread.com

• https://kids.nationalgeographic.

com/explore/countries/kenya/

• https://wowscience.co.uk/resou

rce/material-properties/

• https://www.stem.org.uk/resour

ces/community/collection/1272

4/year-2-uses-everyday-

materials

Venues

British Museum – Sainsbury Gallery-

African Art 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/kenya/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/kenya/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/kenya/
https://wowscience.co.uk/resource/material-properties/
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/12724/year-2-uses-everyday-materials


Year 2 Autumn term 2

London’s Burning!
English Maths

Humanities

Science

PE

RE

P4C

Supporting my child’s learning

Text(s)

The Tunnel

Genre

Warning story

Focus

Setting

Science

French

Computing

Art/DT

Guided Reading

PSHE

Growth and survival (animals 
including humans)

Sparks and flames

London’s burning
Children will find out how, when 

and why the Great fire of London 

happened, and how we know 
about it through a

range of sources,

including the diary of 

Samuel Pepys.

Celebrating difference

Who is a Jewish and what do they 
believe?

Why do some plants only exist in certain 
locations?
What makes a plant different from an 
object like a rock?
Is it important to remember events 
in our city like the Great Fire of 
London?

Children will explore the life 

cycles of particular animals, 

focusing on how the young 

develop into adults, as well as 
looking at what humans
need to live a healthy life.

Colours and body parts

Children will be exposed to a 

range of texts and text types that 

develop their retrieval, inference, 
prediction and summarising skills

Text(s)

The Tunnel(Jack’s 

diary)

Genre

Diary

Focus

Recount

Children use chalks, paints, collage 

and mixed media to create pieces 

of art themed around The Great 

Fire of London

Gymnastics-apparatus
Focus: Perform a range of balance 

actions and link with travelling

Create African Art online- Digital Art 

Skills

• Measurement: Money 

(solving simple problems 

using coins and notes)

• Multiplication and division 

(making equal groups)

Websites

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/c

lass-clips-video/science-ks1-

animal-life-cycles/zrg9kmn

• http://www.harcourtschool.com

/activity/science_up_close/212/

deploy/interface.html

Venues

• Museum of London – Great Fire 

of London Collection

Books

Vlad and the Great Fire of London

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks1-animal-life-cycles/zrg9kmn
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/science_up_close/212/deploy/interface.html


Year 2 Spring  term 1

Intrepid Explorers
English Maths

Humanities

Science

PE

RE

P4C

Supporting my child’s learning

Text(s)

Cinderella

Genre

Rags to riches

Focus

Action

Science

French

Computing

Art/DT

Guided Reading

PSHE

Living in habitats

Snacks

Intrepid explorers
Children will focus on the lives of 

Christopher Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong, investigating why they 

are remembered today, what they 
achieved and how they

are similar and different 

from each other.

Dreams and goals

How and why do we celebrate 
special and sacred times?

Can you love someone from a distance?
Can you love someone or something that 
you have never met or touched?
Would the World be a different 
place if Neil Armstrong hadn’t 
landed on the Moon?

Children will learn about 

distinguishing between living and 

non living things, looking at 
habitats in familiar local 

areas before comparing

them to habitats further 
afield.

Animals and their habitats

Children will be exposed to a 

range of texts and text types that 

develop their retrieval, inference, 
prediction and summarising skills

Text(s)

Our trip to the…

Genre

Trip recount

Focus

Recount

Children will investigate the different 

elements of a picnic, exploring 

different flavours, textures and colours 

of a range of foods, before designing 

their own picnic and 

considering what makes 

a balanced meal

Dance
Develop a growing range of movements 

to remember and repeat short dances 

linked to animals and habitats

Create a digital Fact file of an 

explorer

• Multiplication and division 

(sharing and grouping in 2s, 

5s and 10s)

• Statistics (pictograms, tally 

charts, block diagrams)

Websites

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ar

ticles/zj93bdm

• https://schoolhistory.co.uk/games

/christopher-columbus-walk-the-

plank-game/

Books

• Wilderness-Earths Amazing 

Habitats

• Welcome Home Bear- A Book of 

Animal Habitats

Venues

Natural History Museum 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zj93bdm
https://schoolhistory.co.uk/games/christopher-columbus-walk-the-plank-game/


Year 2 Spring  term 2

Intrepid Explorers (cont.)
English Maths

Humanities

Science

PE

https://schoolhistor
y.co.uk/games/christ
opher-columbus-
walk-the-plank-

game/

RE

P4C

Supporting my child’s learning

Text(s)

The journey home

Genre

Journey story

Focus

Dialogue

Science

French

Computing

Art/DT

Guided Reading

PSHE

Growing plants

Do buildings speak?

Intrepid explorers

Children will be able to confidently 

locate the World’s oceans and 

continents on a map and investigate 

the key human and 

physical features of 

each

Healthy me

How and why do we celebrate 
special and sacred times?

Why do people travel?

Why might someone go travelling 

and never come home?

Why might someone be scared 
of different places and people?

Children will learn what plants need 

in order to grow, thrive and survive. 

The will also explore the life cycles of 

various plants that grow from seeds 
and bulbs and investigate how 

they change as they grow
and develop.

Food and shopping

Children will be exposed to a 

range of texts and text types that 

develop their retrieval, inference, 
prediction and summarising skills

Text(s)

A letter home

Genre

Letter writing

Focus

Persuasion

Children will investigate different 

shapes and patterns within buildings 

as well as find out what features, 

patterns and shapes within buildings 

say about what kind of 

structure it is.

Gymnastics-apparatus
Creating and repeating sequences that 

include a range of gymnastic actions.

Create a digital Fact file of an 

explorer

• Geometry: Properties of shape 

(describing the properties of 
2D and 3D shapes)

• Number: Fractions 
(recognising ½, ⅓, ¼, ¾) 

Websites

Growing Plants

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/r.asp

x?sid=2264

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/r.asp

x?sid=2265

Books

• A Seed is Sleepy by Diana Hutss

Aston

• We Are the Gardeners by Joanna 

Gaines

Venues

• Kew Gardens

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/r.aspx?sid=2264
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/r.aspx?sid=2265


Year 2 Summer term 1

London waterways
English Maths

Humanities

Science

PE

RE

P4C

Supporting my child’s learning

Text(s)

The owl who was 

afraid of the dark

Genre

Tale of fear

Focus

Suspense

Science

French

Computing

Art/DT

Guided Reading

PSHE

Secret life of plants

Fire Engines

London waterways
Children will use the Regent’s canal 

and River Thames to explore the 

historical significance and 

importance of waterways to the 

development and success 

of London, and how and 

why they are still significant 

to the capital today.

Relationships

How should we care for others and 
the world, and why does it matter?

What makes a place a home?

Whose responsibility is it to keep our 

city clean?

Would London be London 
without the River Thames?

Children will continue their learning 

from the previous half term to learn 

about planting, growing, nurturing 
and harvesting plants in 

the classroom and also 

found out about 

commercial 

plant growing.

Family and friends

Children will be exposed to a 

range of texts and text types that 

develop their retrieval, inference, 
prediction and summarising skills

Text(s)

The elephog

Genre

Non-chron report

Focus

Information

Children will re-cap the use of 17th

Century fire-engines in the Great Fire 

of London before exploring modern 

fire engines and their features. They 

will then design, create 

and evaluate their own 

model fire engine using 

wheels, axis and chassis. 

Athletics
Developing stamina, moving at different 

speeds and an increased range of 

throwing and jumping actions.

Program a character or object on 

screen (Coding)

• Measurement: Length and 
height (mm, cm, m) 

• Geometry: Position and 

direction (describing 
movements and turns)

• Consolidation and problem 

solving

Venues

London Canal Museum

Greenwich Maritime Museum

Garden Museum  

Websites 

• https://www.primarygames.com/s

cience/flowers/games.htm

• https://www.turacogames.com/g

ames/parts-of-plants-science-

game-for-kids/

Books

London for Children –Matteo Pericoli

https://www.primarygames.com/science/flowers/games.htm
https://www.turacogames.com/games/parts-of-plants-science-game-for-kids/


Year 2 Summer term 2

London waterways (cont.)
English Maths

Humanities

Science

PE

RE

P4C

Supporting my child’s learning

Text(s)

Poppy and the 

Giant

Genre

Meeting tale

Focus

Openings and 

endings

Science

French

Computing

Art/DT

Guided Reading

PSHE

Super scientists!

Giuseppe Arcimboldo

London waterways
Children will use their immediate 

locality to explore the Regent’s canal 

before studying the River Thames, 

comparing and contrasting the 

physical and human 

features of each

Changing me

How should we care for others and 
the world and why does it matter?

What is identity?

Is it important to try and do the ‘right 

thing’? How does this apply to 

science?

Do we get to choose who we
are?

Children will have the opportunity to 

learn about scientists and their 

discoveries while developing their 
own ‘working scientifically’ 

skills in a range of 

scientific topics.

Family and friends

Children will be exposed to a 

range of texts and text types that 

develop their retrieval, inference, 
prediction and summarising skills

Text(s)

How to look after a 

pet dragon

Genre

Set of instructions

Focus

Instruction

Children will explore a variety of 

Arcimboldo’s paintings to find out 

what different natural materials he 

used to create his portraits, before 
applying his style to a 

London waterways piece of

themed art.

Games
Inventing and creating games 

using the basic skills.

Computing

• Measurement: Time (telling 
time to the quarter hour)

• Measurement: Mass, capacity 
and temperature

Websites

• https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/sci

ence/famous-scientists/

• https://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=hrHZL8pp--M

• https://artsmartforkids.wordpress.c

om/art-projects/giuseppe-

arcimboldo/

Books

• Little People Big Dreams Series  

• Ada Twist Scientist by Andrea 

Beaty

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/science/famous-scientists/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrHZL8pp--M
https://artsmartforkids.wordpress.com/art-projects/giuseppe-arcimboldo/

