
 

 
 
 
 
 

Killick Street  

Islington  

London  

N1 9AZ  

28.08.20 

Dear Winton families, 
 

We are excited to welcome the children back to full time education on Monday 7th 

September. Whilst our return to school will be a little different to usual, we will do our best to 

make things as normal as possible so children can settle back into school quickly.  

 
As I am sure you understand we have had to make a number of changes to reduce the risks 

presented by COVID 19. It is vital that everyone follows the new rules as this will help us to 

reduce the chance of further lock down disruptions. We need you to support us in some 
significant changes to times and procedures as we start our return to normality.  

 

Following the release of government ‘Guidance for full opening: schools’, we have updated 
our risk assessment (This is a live document that we are reviewing regularly. If you would like 

to see the most up to date copy please telephone or email the main office). From this risk 

assessment we have made a number of structural and educational changes to enable the 
safe and effective reopening of school. 

 

We are working very hard to keep a full, broad and balanced curriculum but unfortunately, 
at the moment there are some limitations; we are unable to do school assemblies and 

performances; choir will be outside and with a limited number of children; no contact sports 

will take place and we will not be able to welcome parents onto the site in our usual way. 
 

A key change will also be how children enter and leave the building. It is vital that your child 

arrives at the correct time and by using the one - way system.  If you arrive after your 
allocated time you may need to wait away from the school until all other bubbles have 

entered so we can get your child in without compromising another group. Please check the 

schedule at the bottom of this page. 
 

It is vital that you adhere to social distancing rules whilst waiting and do not congregate at 
entrance points or enter the school building. A member of the senior leadership team will 

greet them at the school entrance, please then drop your child at their class line and leave 

as soon as possible.   
 

We will be holding ‘Meet the teacher’ meetings during the first three weeks of school. We will 

be inviting parents in groups of 10-15 to meet their teacher and hear about the teaching 
and learning that will take place this year. During these meetings you will have an 

opportunity to sign up to Class Dojo (our school communication system) Please ensure that 

you do this as it will be the main method of communication this year.  
 

Attending school will be compulsory for all pupils in all year groups. I hope you feel confident 

about your child’s return but I am happy to talk to you about the measures in place if you 
have any particular concerns. We really want to get all children back into education as soon 



as possible, because it is the best place for them to learn, and because we know it is good 
for children’s mental wellbeing to have social interactions with other children and teachers.  

 

 

Drop off times: If you child attends the 2 year old or nursery setting you will have received an individual start 

date from the school office.  Your child will be dropped off and collected from the nursery 

entrance on Collier Street. 
 

If your child attends Reception to Year 6, we will be using the one-way system.  You will enter 

through the garden at the end of Killick Street, walk your child to their class line and exit through 
the main gate.  

 

Drop off will begin at 8:50 and collection from 3:20, due to the one way system drop off and 
collection will take longer than before.  

 

Please ensure that you maintain social distancing through the system.  

 
 

 

Enter through the garden gate and exit through the main school gate.  
 

LATE ARRIVALS  

It is vital that your child arrives and is collected at the correct time and at the correct 

entry/leave point. If you arrive after your allocated time you may need to wait away from the 

school until all other bubbles have entered so we can get your child in without compromising 
another group. If you are going to be late, please call the school in advance and leave a 

message confirming how long you will be. Your child will need to enter via the school office 

once it is safe for them to do so. 

School Office  The school office will operate differently as we follow Government guidelines and unfortunately 

it will no longer be open for parents/carers to come in during the day. All communication must 

be done via telephone: 020 78376096 or email: admin@wintonprimaryschool.com 

mailto:admin@wintonprimaryschool.com


 
Entry to the school will be by appointment only and if you need to arrange a meeting please 

email or phone and confirm the days and times you are available. Please ensure that all 

packed lunches and all other items children will need throughout the day are brought in when 
they arrive at school.  

Breakfast club 

and Play 

Centre 

Breakfast club will be opening from Monday 7th September and will run Monday – Friday 8- 

9am. It is open to children in all classes. It will take place in the School hall and you must use the 
main gate entrance for dropping children off. Following Government guidance there will be 

some changes to how the Breakfast club operates and this includes:  

• Limited spaces available   

• Bookings must be made a week in advance.  

• All payments must be made online  

• A member of the breakfast club team will meet you at the door, there will be no access for 

parents for the time being 

Clubs We are working extremely hard to offer as many clubs as it is safe to do so. We will be able to 

offer some sports clubs. More information will follow in the coming weeks. 

Wellbeing It will be a busy autumn term in which we will focus on three main things: firstly, ensuring that the 
necessary support is in place for children’s mental health and secondly, establishing good 

behaviours for learning so that we can resume our ambitious and challenging curriculum. 

Thirdly, we will be assessing the children once they have settled and identifying any key gaps 
which we need to close in the core areas of maths, reading and writing so that pupils catch up 

as swiftly as possible. We will be employing an additional interventions teacher to work across 

the school. From the start, we will be resuming our broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum. 
 

We acknowledge some children may return to school having experienced adverse trauma and 

bereavement. All staff will be alert to children’s social, emotional and mental health needs.  
Additionally, we will liaise with social workers, educational psychologist and other services to 

provide specific children with the right support to ensure their smooth engagement back into 

school and learning.  
Safeguarding INSET (September 3rd) will include COVID-19 safety measures for staff so that we 

are fully prepared for a full school reopening. 
 

Weekly PSHE lessons will take place. Extra ‘Play’ sessions will be introduced when necessary.  

Classroom 

layout and 

protective 

bubbles 

Children will be kept in Phase bubbles. This mean they will only be mixing with children in their 
phase group. It is acknowledged that it is difficult to socially distance young children, but where 

possible we will seek to encourage them to spread out. Control measures emphasise increased 

hygiene and protective bubbles with children working in class bubbles for most of the time and 
phase bubbles for lunchtime and playtimes. 

• Tables will be laid out so that pupils are forward facing and sit side by side (not facing 

each other). 

• Classrooms will be ventilated as much as possible. 

• EYFS pupils will not be expected to sit at tables for whole lessons, only for short reading, 

writing, phonic, and number based sessions. These session will be introduced slowly and 
gradually alongside a play based curriculum. 

• Children can wear PE kit to school on the day they have PE. 

PE Timetable: 

Monday  Year 2 and Year 6  

Thursday  Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 (Both classes)  

Friday  Reception and Year 1  

  
 

Hygiene and 

prevention of 

spread 

We will minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring those who have symptoms 

compatible with COVID-19, or have someone in their household who does, do not enter the 

school.  
 

Teachers and staff will be vigilant for symptoms of Covid-19 and posters will be placed around 

the school as a constant reminder. In addition: 
 



• Pupils will be instructed to wash their hands at regular intervals throughout the day. 
 

• Staff will supervise and help children to wash their hands as instructed. 

 
• Hand sanitiser will be readily available on entry point to the school. Children will use this as 

they leave and enter the building, including playtimes. 

 
• We will teach respiratory hygiene using the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

 

• Posters and signs are in place around the school building to remind children of the need for 
good hygiene and to encourage social distancing, wherever possible. 

 

• Pupils will be provided with their own set of frequently used resources. Could you please 
provide your child with an empty pencil case at the start of term. 

 

• Resources that have to be shared within the bubble will be washed regularly. If resources or 
equipment have to be shared across the bubble, they will be sanitised before another group 

has access. 
 

• Classrooms will be disinfected after each session. 

 
• Adequate ventilation will be in place. 

 

• Current government guidance states masks will not be worn in primary schools as children 
carry a greater risk of infection by touching them and handling them incorrectly. We will keep 

this guidance under review as it evolves. Masks worn by adults may interfere with children’s 

language and communication development and will only be worn in certain circumstances. 
 

• Extra PPE (aprons, gloves, face shields, etc.) has been ordered and will be used by staff as 

appropriate. 
 

• Detailed risk assessments are in place, have been approved by the Governing body and 

local authority. 
 

Playtime and 

lunchtimes 

Playtimes and lunch times will be staggered.  

 
Pupils will eat and play in key stage groups (Reception, Y1 & Y2 bubble and a Key stage 2 

bubble). 

 
When lining up, wherever possible, pupils will be separated at a minimum distance of 1 metre. 

 

Covid 19 safety at Winton Primary school 

 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 

What should I do if my child or a member of my household shows signs of a COVID like 

infection?  

Most importantly parents must keep their child at home, the household must isolate, book a 

test and inform school of the result. Please do not just give the child Calpol and send them to 
school. This the most effective thing we can all do to prevent the spread of the virus.  

 

 

 

Can children be tested for the virus?  

Pupils are eligible for testing if they become ill with coronavirus symptoms, as will members of 

their household. This will enable children to get back to childcare or education, and their 
parents or carers to get back to work, if the test proves to be negative. Tests for the general 



public can be booked online at www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test (or by calling 119) A 
positive test will ensure rapid action to protect their classmates and staff in their setting.  

 

What happens if a child in the school needs to have a test?  

Getting tested is the new normal, it is likely to happen regularly, especially as children are 

prone to temperatures, coughs and bugs. Parents will be responsible for ordering and 
organising the test. Until/unless we have a positive test other children will attend as normal.  

 

What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in school?  

Where the child or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class will be sent home and 

asked to self-isolate for 14 days. The local Covid-19 health response team will support us 

throughout this process, should it occur. 
 

What happens to learning if there is a class or school closure?  

We have been working on detailed contingency plans in case there need to be further 

closures. We have planned a parallel curriculum so that we can quickly provide 

comprehensive and meaningful home learning if needed. It will be vital that all families have 
access to online learning so please do let us know if you have any difficulties with this.  

 

Can my child bring hand sanitiser to school?  

One of the most important preventative measures is hygiene – please ensure your child 

washes their hands before entering school. Children may bring individual hand sanitisers 
which they must keep on their person and not share. Proper washing with soap and water is 

the best defence. We have added additional hand washing facilities in the school to support 

this and will be ensuring regular handwashing takes place.  
 

What should my child bring to school?  

Children should only bring necessary items into school to reduce the risk of transfer. Bags, 
books, packed lunch boxes and coats are allowed. Please do not allow your child to bring 

toys, cards etc to school. Each child will be given a set of school resources. An empty, wipe-

able pencil case for personal use should be brought in and left in school.  
 

Will children and staff be required to wear face coverings or masks?  

The recommendation at present is that primary aged children should not wear masks in 

school. If your child to wears a mask on the way to school please remove it before they enter 

the building and take it home. Staff will not be able to touch a child’s mask due to the risk of 
contamination. Teachers will not be wearing masks routinely in the classroom.  

 

How will you help them to catch up? 

 Teachers and parents worked hard during lock down to support children’s learning, however 

we are very aware that this is no substitute for learning in class and many children will have 
fallen behind. We will be assessing children when they return and this will help us to plan their 

learning. We are also working with several tutoring schemes.  

 

Will children go on trips?  

We are fortunate to be in central London with access to museums and galleries and believe 

such visits enrich children’s learning. For now we will only visit places that can be reached 
without using public transport and will complete a Covid specific risk assessment before each 

visit. If we have visitors in school we will ensure they understand and comply with our safety 

measures  
 

Will children still do PE?  

We recognise the importance of physical exercise and know many children have not been 

able to run around as much as usual. PE lessons will continue to happen with our sports 

coaches but there will be no contact sports in the first term. Swimming will not happen in the 
first half term but we will keep this under review. Children will be required to wear suitable 

clothing (trainers, leggings/shorts/jogging bottoms, T shirt) on their PE days as they will not be 

changing or bringing kit into school.  



 

How can I contact the class teacher? 

We will continue the Dojo contact system set up during lockdown. This will be up and running 
by the end of week 1. Teachers are very busy people assessing, planning, teaching and 

caring for your child so they won’t be able to answer your questions immediately, please use 

this service thoughtfully. If you have an urgent matter call the office and they can pass the 
message on. Teachers will use the class email to send news, details of homework, information 

about class learning. 

 
I hope you find this information helpful, if you have any further questions please get in touch.  

I look forward to seeing you on Monday 7th September.  

 
Best wishes,  

 

 
 

Claire Brown  

Head teacher  
 

 


