
Teaching and Learning Policy – English 

 

At Winton, our principles for the teaching of English are for all children to be literate and to be provided with 

stimulating and engaging teaching to support them to achieve their full potential. Our aim is to ensure that 

all children are able to communicate effectively, both orally and through their writing.  

 

Writing 

 

At Winton, we follow the Talk for Writing approach for the teaching of English. Talk for Writing aims to 

develop imaginative, creative and effective writers. Following this approach, children will confidently learn 

stories and texts through imitation before moving onto the innovation, independent application and 

invention stages of the writing process.  

 

Effective teaching of writing must: 

 develop skills of composition and creativity (style, organisation, choice of language, effect) 

 develop handwriting and transcription skills (handwriting, spelling, computing skills) 

 develop skills in the structure of writing (punctuation, grammar, sentence structure) 

 

Children will: 

 be taught how to hold a pencil/pen accurately 

 learning how to use cursive script, writing in pencil until this is consistent, joined and legible before 

moving on to an ink pen.  

 learn model texts orally in order to build confidence and fluency (including story mapping and 

acting out through drama) 

 overtime, build a ‘catalogue’ of stories and texts that are immersed in key language patterns and 

structure 
 follow a talk first approach, where children verbalise stories and texts before writing them 
 develop specific toolkits that focus on a purpose, contextulsing grammatical skills (as per progression 

document) 

 have time to practice skills through short burst writing, reflecting on how effectively these are used 

 be taught how to draw upon their reading to inform and support their writing 

 write every day, ensuring non-negotiables are practiced and mastered 

 understand purpose and audience 

 know their next steps to improve, including their current individual writing target  

 take responsibility for editing and improving their writing 

 have opportunities to write in all curriculum subjects and in a variety of genres 

 ensure the quality of their writing is consistent across all subject areas 

Teachers will: 

 teach according to the ‘Talk for Writing’ framework of Imitation, Innovation, Independent 

Application & Invention (including learning model texts orally to build confidence, secure toolkits 

and model grammatical understanding) 

 plan English lessons within their year groups, sharing and developing plans as a team  

 teach in a variety of ways to cater for all styles of learning 

 promote enjoyment and progress in English through the talk for Writing approach  

 have high expectations of all children, providing suitable scaffolding and support for all to achieve 

 adapt model texts to suit the requirements of the class 

 set individual writing targets as required and ensure these are achievable  

 ensure children have a range of stimulating contexts for communicating in writing across subjects 

 ensure a balance of writing skills and experience of genres are covered 

 provide opportunities for children to be creative with choice of genre and style when appropriate 

 give children time to improve and edit their won writing using a red ‘polishing pen/pencil’ 

 plan for audience and purpose, as well as modelling the writing process thoroughly in the innovation 

phase  

 ensure text structure, sentence construction, language, punctuation and grammar are all planned 

for and delivered through writing (see progression in writing document) 

 model high expectations for handwriting at all times 

 ensure at least one piece of written work is ‘published’ each half term 

 display examples of written work  

 



HLTA’s & Teaching Assistants will: 

 reinforce content being taught within lessons 

 use resources appropriate for the child’s ability and age 

 write constructive and positive comments in books to support the teacher in assessment for learning 

 move children on in their learning to promote development and challenge for that child 

Examples of talk for Writing displays (washing lines to include toolkits, shared short burst writing and story 

maps to support children’s learning) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Writing Targets  

 

All children in KS1 and KS2, have a personalised writing target to ensure that all learners are challenged and 

are working towards reaching their full potential.  

Children should have at 2 personalised writing targets on their target rocket (KS1) or pop up target card 

(KS2).  These should be referred to during lessons and teachers/pupils should highlight in where targets have 

been met in yellow, along with a small T in the margin. Teachers should refer to writing steps assessments 

and National Curriculum expectations to ensure writing targets are challenging.  

 

Example of KS1 Target Rockets and KS2 Pop Up Literacy Target Card  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colourful Semantics 

 

At Winton, we are embedding the use of Colourful Semantics into our daily teaching to support and extend 

all pupils with their grammar and vocabulary. It is a particularly useful tool in supporting SEND and EAL 

learners with their language acquisition and to construct their own sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation 

 

At Winton, we expect an aspect of spelling, grammar and punctuation to be included within all English 

lessons (see progression in writing document). In addition to this, teachers are expected to start each English 

lesson with a grammar starter to ensure children are constantly exposed to and have the opportunity to 

recap grammar objectives. 

 

From Year 2 upwards, we use the Read, Write, Inc. Oxford Owl spelling scheme which provides a whole 

school systematic approach to spellings. Including engaging and interactive videos, followed up by spelling 

tasks. In addition to the programme, spellings should be sent home weekly and children should be tested on 

these. 

 

Phonics 

 

At Winton, we follow the Letters and Sounds framework. Phonics is taught discretely and daily in line with the 

Letters and Sounds document in the Early Years and Key Stage One and is reinforced in contextualized 

opportunities (see Phonics at Winton document for progression through the phases). 

 

Handwriting  

 

At Winton, we believe cursive handwriting allows pupils to develop their fine motor skills and stimulate their 

brain (cursive handwriting improves the dynamic interplay of the left and right cerebral hemispheres, help 

build neural pathways, and increases mental effectiveness) which supports pupils’ improvement in reading 

and spelling. We follow the PenPals Handwriting Scheme which provides clear progression for children aged 

3 to 11 starting in nursery where children practice their gross and fine motor skills in readiness for handwriting 

and finishing in Years 5 & 6 where basic handwriting issues are revised and speed and fluency improved. This 

whole school approach ensures a consistency of style and approach which leads to an effective 

progression of experience and teaching. 

 

Effective teaching of handwriting must: 

 develop skills of creativity (handwriting style) 

 develop secretarial and transcriptional skills 

 

Children will: 

 recognise each letter in its printed form 

 write cursively from Reception, practicing accurate letter patterns 

 be taught how to correctly hold a pencil 

 progress from writing in pencil to writing in pen (blue ink) 

 

Teachers will: 

 teach children how to write cursively (beginning in Reception) 

 model and teach a continuous cursive style (as recommended by the National Dyslexia Institute) 

 follow the school handwriting scheme (PenPals) 

 decide when children are ready to move from writing in pencil to pen. Children will use black ink. 

 identify children who require additional support. This may include: 

o seating children who are left handed on the end of table where they will not clash elbows 

o providing aids for children experiencing difficulties (grips, slopes, coloured paper, etc.) 

o supporting other SEND requirements, such as dyspraxia 

 

 

Examples of cursive handwriting: 

 
 

Lower case letters 

 

 
 

 

Joins 

 

 

 



Guided Reading 

 

 

At Winton, we aim for all children to read with confidence, fluency and understanding; having an interest in 

the written word and read for enjoyment; and employ a range of independent strategies to self – assess 

and correct.  

 

Effective teaching of reading must: 

 enable pupils to read with confidence, fluency, understanding and enjoyment  

 

Children will: 

 recognise sounds in words and blend these to read words 

 recognise and read tricky words (sight words) 

 increase their fluency as reading skills progress 

 read regularly, both at school and at home 

 confidently talk about what they have read 

 

Teachers will: 

 provide a rich and stimulating reading environment 

 foster an enthusiasm for and love of reading for enjoyment 

 ensure all children are provided with books (both in guided reading and home readers) which 

accurately match their reading levels 

 develop comprehension skills of inference and deduction 

 provide a range of stimulating and engaging reading genres 

 teach children a variety of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, contextual) 

 

 

In the Early Years and Key Stage 1, the main focus is on building the skills pupils need to learn to read. 

Moving on to Key Stage Two, when most pupils can read confidently the focus shifts so that pupils are 

reading to learn. All guided reading sessions are planned and linked to the reading domains (see reading 

domains) and our reading steps assessment to ensure a broad and balanced coverage of the skills children 

need to acquire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years and Key stage 1 – Learning to Read 

 

Teachers should use daily shared reading to explore reading with the class, focusing on comprehension and 

on specific features e.g. word-building and spelling patterns, punctuation, the layout and purpose, the 

structure and organisation of sentences. Shared reading provides a context for applying and teaching 

word level skills and for teaching how to use other reading cues to check for meaning, and identify and self-

correct errors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 

Reading 
Domains 

KS2 

Reading 

Domains 



During guided reading sessions in the Early Years and Key Stage One, children work in ability groups of four 

to six, children should have individual copies of the same text. The texts are carefully selected to match the 

phonic/reading level each group.  Pupils in EYFS have a weekly guided reading session and pupils in KS1, 

have daily guided reading sessions, where one group works with the teacher following the guided reading 

sequence and the remaining pupils work independently on reading activities.   

 

Guided reading sequence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 – Reading to Learn  

 

In Key Stage 2, daily shared reading is used to extend reading skills and as a context for teaching and 

reinforcing grammar, punctuation and vocabulary skills. Our guided reading model for the end of Year 2 

and Key Stage Two, has a focus on providing opportunities for greater depth through a whole class guided 

reading text. Pupils will have opportunities to look at extracts of the text in more depth and often as a class 

or in small groups, where rich discussion is encouraged to deepen understanding of the text. We aim to 

provide pupils with high quality opportunities, building on their inference and retrieval skills.  

 

In both Key Stages, because the teacher is supporting the reading, pupils can work from texts that are 

beyond their independent reading levels. This is particularly valuable for less able readers who gain access 

to texts of greater richness and complexity than they would otherwise be able to read. This builds 

confidence and teaches more advanced skills which feed into other independent reading. 

 

During guided reading sessions, record keeping takes place. Teachers make relevant notes about children 

in their guided group. This can help to inform assessments judgments and ensure coverage of all National 

Curriculum expectations. 

 

Example of guided reading record keeping: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Readers  

 

At Winton, we understand the important role families play and actively encourage children to read at 

home with their families. Research shows, reading supports language growth, emergent literacy 

and reading achievement which is vital to all areas of a child’s learning. 

 

Children have the opportunity to take two books home daily. They will take a coloured book band book, 

which will match their phonic knowledge/reading ability and a picture book/book of choice which can be 

shared by family members for enjoyment. Reading records are used to monitor home reading and are 

checked by the class teacher weekly.   



English Book Presentation 

 

Learning Objective and Success Criteria formats 

 

At Winton, we have high expectations for presentation and believe in consistency across year groups, 

therefore from Year 1 upwards all lessons should use the following format to display the Learning Objective 

and Success Criteria.  

 

Example Learning Objective format: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marking and Presentation 

 

All work should be marked in line with the school marking policy. Teachers should use whole school marking 

codes to ensure pupils can independently respond to marking, marking reminders should be displayed in 

each classroom. Following a whole school approach ensures consistency for pupils as they change year 

groups, supporting them to build their independence to respond to marking and know where they have 

been successful. Presentation labels should be inside each pupil’s book English and Guided Reading Book. 

 

Examples of KS1 and KS2 presentation labels:                       Example of Marking Reminders:  

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


