
Learning Quarter Partnership – Practise French at home 

The more we expose children to the language, the better! 

 

 

Learning a Modern Foreign Language: French! 

 

Why is your child learning a Modern Foreign Language?  

 

 Because learning a second language early in life enhances overall cognitive skills and 

improves brain development as well as boosting confidence. 

  

 Because it gives your child a chance to explore another culture, to develop an open 

mind and to broaden his/her horizons.  

 

 Because learning a new language makes you a better listener as you are used to 

having to interpret meaning and judge nuances. 

 

 Because confidence and fluency in a foreign language broadens school, university and 

career options later in life. 

 

“Purpose of study: learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an 

opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity 

and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express 

their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, 

both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for 

practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original 

language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, 

equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.” (source: GOV.UK). 

 

Why learning French? 

 Because French is an easy language to learn since a significant percentage of English 

vocabulary is derived from French. 

 

 Because the ability to speak French will be an advantage when starting secondary 

school but more extensively in your child’s future. 

 

 Because French is a good base for learning other languages, especially Romance 

languages (Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Romanian…). 

 

 Because French is a world language spoken by millions of people worldwide and you 

can cross many of them in London (including the members of the Royal Family)! 

 

 Because the ability to speak even a little French makes it so much more enjoyable to 

visit parts of the word with many French-speakers (France, Canada, Switzerland, 

Luxemburg, Belgium but also the Caribbean, Senegal, Lebanon, Algeria, Congo…). 

 

 



Learn French and you learn the language of: Jean de La Fontaine, Marie Curie, Victor 

Hugo, Paul Pogba, Louis Pasteur, Claude Monet, Hector Berlioz, Jean-Luc Godard, Coco 

Chanel, François Truffaut, Juliette Binoche, Audrey Tautou, David Guetta, Daft Punk, Marion 

Cotillard, Zinédine Zidane, Henri Matisse… 

Learn French and you will speak like: J.K. Rowling, Michelle Obama, Maya Angelou, Emma 

Watson and Queen Elizabeth II! 

 

How your child can practise at home? Here are some tips: 

 

 On the day your child has French at school, ask him/her about what the lesson was 

about, what he/she has learnt, what he/she can remember, what is difficult to 

understand, to memorise…Then check on the Internet or with the French teacher 

at the next lesson. You can even ask someone else at Hugh Myddelton, as many 

people from our staff have learnt French at school! 

 

 You can ask your child to count in French whatever you have in your home, use 

the politeness vocabulary they know when they ask you something, greet you in 

French in the morning, name the colours in his/her bedroom, the food in your 

kitchen, the animals you see in the streets/parks or in books, the country you are 

from … 

 

 Listen to French rhymes/songs: 

Les Patapons: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVZs1rhfczM  

Comptines et chansons: https://www.youtube.com/user/comptines  

Boutchoo: https://www.youtube.com/user/Boutchoochannel  

Les comptines de Gabriel: https://www.youtube.com/user/ComptinesDeGabriel  

 Watch an animation in French: 

Simon: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo9j7fWproKYTos4_RY-LUw  

Caillou: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBwSqx6A83sNQ5SIYWpmucQ  

Peppa Pig: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXptamDYEVcU4JCio30hYTw 

 

 Tell your child to borrow a French book in the school’s 

library (we have an amazing French corner!) and have a 

look at the words in it: can you recognise some? Can you 

search the meaning of the title on Internet/in a bilingual 

dictionary/ask a relative that knows some French? Can 

you try and find one word that is similar in English or in 

another language you already know? Which word is 

linked to the picture on this page? Parents, don’t hesitate 

to try and read it for her/him! 

 

 

 Label household objects with vocabulary stickers.  
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 Listen to French songs and have a look at the lyrics (Vianney, Kids United, 

Christophe Maé, Aldebert, Yannick Noah, Iona Mitrecey…). You can find them on 

Youtube or Youtubekids. 

 

 Explore the Modern Foreign Language (French) section of the BBC website. You 

will find games, stories, videos in French or about French language: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z39d7ty. 

 

 
 

 Use a language application to practise listening, writing, reading and speaking. 

Duolinguo is one of them, it is completely free and easy to use. It is a fun way to 

reinforce the basics and you can track your progression : 

https://www.duolingo.com/. 

 

 Practise the introduction questions with your child (we use them during the 

French lessons): 

Year  Nursery to Y6 Y1 to Y6 Y2 to Y6 
 

Question in French 
 

Comment ça va? Comment tu 
t’appelles? 

 

Quel âge as-tu? 

 

Translation 
 

 

How are you? 
 

What is your name? 
 

How old are you? 

 

Year Y4 to Y6 Y5 to Y6 Y6 
 

Question in French 
 

Où habites-tu? 
 

D’où viens-tu? Quand est ton 
anniversaire? 

 

Translation 
 

 

Where do you live? 
 

Where are you from? 
 

When is your birthday? 

 

And keep it fun! 
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